Among the more common diseases, few show more marked variations in their behaviour than does gonorrhoea. For a long time it seemed to be impossible to harmonise the apparently contradictory observations which from time to time appeared, but our evidence is now so complete that Ave can bring most of these into line. Bumm's original observation, that the gonococcus was able to grow and flourish only in mucous surfaces, has now been abundantly refuted, and we are thus able more clearly to understand the many complications which may appear in the course of this disease. We may resolve its many manifestations into two divisions, namely, the local and the general. In the first, we are still in doubt how far up the genito-urinary tract the gonococcus may spread. In the male there is often a considerable degree of inflammation in the prostate and vesiculse seminales in acute cases. Cystitis and orchitis also occur in early stages. We do not yet know, however, whether these are due to the actual invasion of the parts by the gonococcus itself, or by some accompanying organism.
Such accompanying organisms are common enough in the more chronic stages of the disease, and undoubtedly aid in keeping up the local irritation, as well as in producing many of the secondary results. In this relation, evidence in favour of the culpability of the gonococcus is gradully accumulating. 
